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Unit Overview: Evolution of a Hero
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ur”, an excerpt fre
Sir Thomas Malory’s Morte DArthur

_-

mtt” an excerpt from

Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s Idylls of the King.




Sir Gawain and the

nte ary of Geoffrey Chaucer
e Written in Middle English

e Considered the best of the Middle English
romances

e The most “English” of Arthurian legends,
because it features Sir Gawain instead of Sir
Lancelot as the best of Arthur’s knights




“The Death of Arthur” by Sir Thomas Malory

hed in 21 volumes

Written in Middle English

— ~ Combines elements of Fr‘e_nch Romance with Celtic
legends

e |sthe basis of all Arthurian material in modern
times




“The Lady of Shallot” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson

e King, agroup 6
n, about King Arthur |
| tial poet, fascinated by Arthur

e Part of an artistic movement in 19t Century England

that—eelebratédTh‘é“déals of chivalry, Camelot and
King Arthur







Arthur’s Birth and Coming of Age
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‘Merlin’s arrange
y of his real parents. &
e Claimed his b 1 ight by pulling the enchanted
- sword-from-thestone.-

e Was gTven 'th-gsm-/ord, Excalibur, by the Lady of the
Lake.

 Unknowingly lay with his half-sister, Margawse, and
beget Mordred, who would later come back to
threaten Arthur’s throne.




The Coming of Camelot
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Vierlin’s warning

§ Round Table from t 1
King as pa ner dowry, along with 100
Jimg‘h.tS*_-— _
e The table seated 150, so Arthur began looking
for more to fill the space. He only found 28.




Well-known Knights of the Round Table

e SirGareth
e Sir Percivale
e Sir Galahad
e Sir Bedivere
Sir Agravaine




Merlin the Magician
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_ t forllgraine—as:

1L SfFom parents after his birth to live
with Sir Ecto g childhood
° ﬁﬂnsuumen:tai.harestablish_ing Arthur’s early kingship
e Eventually falls in love with Nimue, a maiden of the

Lake (and therefore magical) who had been rescued
by King Pellinore on a quest.

e |simprisoned by Nimue under a rock, and never
heard from again.




Sir Lancelot du Lac

> Round Table.
eloved knight

* Is famous for his Hergiﬁ deeds, and his love affair

with Queen Guenevere
e |s French in origin: a French Romantic element
introduced in the legend by Sir Thomas Malory




The Salad Days

. {Jnere-kpe_a;&aﬁctﬂnity throughout Arthur’s

England




Disenchantment
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sed of treasonous adultery:
very time s ccused of treason, Lancelot wins
by “trial of arms™ and “proves” her innocence. But

~their affair becomes common knowledge to just

about everyone...except Arthur himself.

e Sir Agravaine is convinced of their affair and vows to
catch them




Disillusionment

e After kllllng N aiming the knights, Lancelot steals

Wwed from a knight he’d just

killed

e Arthur has no choice but to acknowledge the truth,
and sentence his queen to death by burning at the
stake for treason.




Fallout
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* During the months’ long siege, Arthur is eventually

ordered by the Pope to take Guenevere back for the
good of the country and let Lancelot go.

e Lancelot returns Guenevere to Arthur, leaves for
France.




The End of the Dream

-

Arthur’s ong-ago'
Viargawse, seizes the tk
r is away, and circulatesthe
story that At IS dead.

o Arthur breaks off |s_|ajrsu'if of Lancelot to defend his
throne from his son...

To Be Continued...




ldeals of Camelot
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Elements of a Romantic Hero

¥ 4

ry deeds throughol

atural forces and magic




King Arthur: the Archetype of the Romantic Hero

- weapon
— Fights to defeat evil and promote peace

— Aided by magic weapons and wise mentors
throughout his life

— Mysterious departure from the world




Arthur’s Enduring Appeal

. sphere of Camelot

. The prophecy of Arthur’s eventual return




Further Reading

9 T.H. White, 1958
he Crystal Cave (1970}

HC ills , and The Last Enchantment "
(1979) told from Merlm s point of view.

e The Dark is Rrs'TrTg'-"-"é"ﬁlghly acclaimed children’s
series by Susan Cooper: Over Sea, Under Stone
(1965), The Dark is Rising (1973), Greenwitch (1974),
The Grey King (1975), and Silver on the Tree (1977).




Plays and Movies

63 (Disney anima

Ir

e Excalibur, 1€

And of course...

e Monty Python and the Holy Grail, 1975 (and recently
Spamalot, the play based on the movie).

e Many, many others!




