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Rubrics Again  (adapted from Teachervison) 
 

Definition:  A rubric is a scoring guide.  It evaluates performance based on a 
full range of criteria rather than a single numerical score. 
 
Important Note:  rubrics should be created and given to students at the 
beginning of the assignment. 
 
The importance of using a rubric: 

• A rubric enhances direct instruction. 
• A rubric improves students’ end products and increases learning. 

 
Advantages of using rubrics: 

• Teachers increase the quality of their instruction by providing focus, 
emphasis, and attention to particular points or details in the content. 

• Students have explicit guidelines regarding expectations. 
• Students can use the rubric as a tool for taking ownership for their 

learning and abilities. 
• Parents know what the teacher’s expectations are and have explicit 

guidelines. 
• Parents can help organize and plan for projects. 
• Parents can become an advocate for the teacher and instruction 

instead of a constraint. 
 
Creating a Rubric 

• Decide what concepts will be taught, and what ones will be evaluated. 
• Choose the criteria for each concept. 
• Make a grid—you can do this on paper, on the computer, or on line you 

might want to start with these resources. 
http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/assess.html   
http://www.rubrics4teachers.com/ 

 http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php 
 http://www.awesomelibrary.org/Office/Teacher/Assessment_Information/Rubrics.html 
 http://www.awesomelibrary.org/Office/Teacher/Assessment_Information/Rubrics.html 

 http://www.teachersfirst.com/rubric.shtml 
 Rubrics a Handbook for Construction and Use  by Taggert, Phifer, and Nixon 
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• I personally prefer a four-column grid—this inhibits the tendency to 
“score in the middle.”  If you decide on a five-column grid, make sure 
you don’t have all “threes.” 

• I like the score at the top and the criteria along the side.  Other 
teachers do this differently.  Find the style that fits you. 

• Make sure the criteria is divided into segments that make sense and 
show a progression. 

• Make sure the highest possible score is 100—I once created a rubric 
of 105 points—I was very embarrassed when students pointed it out. 

• Give the rubric to a friend to read and critique. 
• Share the rubric with students (and parents) BEFORE students begin 

the project. 
• Try to score the project with the rubric without knowing students’ 

names. 
 
 
ACSI Conference Notes:  One of the sessions discussed rubrics.  Below is 
one of the great ideas from this session. 
 
A good rubric should. . . . 

 Address all relevant content and performance objectives 
 Define standards and help students achieve them by providing 
criteria with which they can evaluate their own work. 

 Be easy to understand and use. 
 Provide all students with an opportunity to succeed at some level. 
 Yield consistent results, even when administered by different 
scorers. 

 
A second idea comes from the same conference session. 
♦ Avoid unclean language. 
♦ Discuss ideas that my be unclear but are necessary (with students). 
♦ List way the level can be attained. 
♦ Avoid unnecessary negative language. 
♦ Articulate gradations of quality using “Yes,” “Yes, but,” “No, but,”  “No.” 
 
Using the units you have used this year, create rubrics for the projects you 
have assigned OR evaluate (critically) the rubrics you have used.  How can 
you improve these? 
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 Checklists—Once More 
 
We know how valuable checklists can be.  We have a tendency to create our 
own lists for a variety of reasons:  groceries, do-to items, honey-do, and for 
other daily events.  Checklists keep us organized, help us to remember what 
we need to do, and allow us to feel good about all that we complete. 
 
Checklists work the same for our students! 
 
A checklist is one method to help students and parents (and yes, teachers, 
too) to organize and plan projects.  It is basically a list of steps that 
students must complete in order to complete a project successfully.  
Checklists can be long or short depending on the age of the student and the 
complexity of the assignment.  It is best, however, to keep the list to one 
page.  For extremely complex projects, break the assignment into parts and 
give students a checklist for each part. 
 
Checklists for our students have an additional benefit.  When parents know 
what we are expecting from our students, they are more inclined to support 
our teaching rather than to criticize it.  Parents are able to plan and 
organize life outside of school when they know how much their children are 
expected to do and when they are expected to do it.    
 
Making the checklist. 
I find it easier to make the checklist after creating a rubric or writing the 
assignment.  I try to think of the mistakes students have made in the past—
even simple ones like putting their name on papers—and the important 
concepts that I have taught.  The following might be helpful in creating 
checklists: 

♦ What are the criteria that you decided to evaluate (look at the 
rubric). 

♦ Break more complex criterion into parts for the checklist.  For 
example, if the criterion is “use correct grammar,: then you might 
want to break this down into correct use of verbs, pronouns, and 
troublesome words. 

♦ Make sure that each criterion that you have on the rubric is 
represented on the checklist. 
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♦ Think about problems students have had in the past:  Name, number, 
date—and add these to the checklist. 

♦ Add special instructions—for example, if you have used peer revision 
activities and want these attached—say so.  If you want all of the 
writing activities students have done—from prewriting to final copy—
list the order on the checklist. 

♦ Try to use positive statements—Name, instead of did you forget your 
name? 

♦ Try to be as complete as possible.  The more information you can give 
to parents the better.  For young children, it may be more feasible to 
give the students a short list and the parents a separate longer one. 

♦ If you leave a criterion off of the checklist, it is difficult to defend 
why you evaluated or “took points off” for that item.  If you have 
decided to award points for the peer revision activity but do not list it 
on the checklist, you will have problems defending the grade. 

 
Checklists must be given to students as they are working on the project.  To 
wait until students have finished causes problems for you.  Take for example 
peer revision activities from above; if students (and parents) are unaware 
that they are expected to have it at the end of the project then students 
may misplace or lose the activity.  This defeats the organizational purpose of 
the checklist. 
 
I have attached an example of a student checklist.  You need to carefully 
examine the units you have taught this year.  Do you have a checklist you 
give to students?  If not, then you need to create one for these units.  If 
you have a checklist, then you need to make sure it is complete and accurate.  
Remember, these units will be in our exhibits for accreditation.  We will 
need student examples. 
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abcteach   Student Writing Checklist :Use this check list to edit and 
evaluate your work. 
 
                                          
Name_____________________________ Date____________ 

OK  Needs 
Work  

Student Writing Checklist  

      Indented  

      7-up Sentence (7 or more words)  

      Lead sentence( Quotes, ???, Excitement, etc.)  

      Simile  

      Punctuation (Watch apostrophes and ????)  

      Capitalization (All names)  

      Rich Vocabulary Words (Give me goosebumps)  

      Neat  

      Makes Sense  

      Details  

  


